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CHINA. 

SWATOW. 

By  Consul  Myrl  S.  Myers,  Hay  14. 

The  trade  of  Swatow  for  1917  was  more  than  6,500,000  haikWan 
taels  less  than  that  of  the  year  previous  and  in  fact  reached  the  lowest 
figure  since  1913.  This  loss  was  due  to  a  number  of  causes,  both  local 
and  foreign,  the  chief  among  which,  however,,  was  political  dis- 
turbances. 

A  shortage  in  the  autumn  rice  and  sugar  crops  diminished  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  upcountr}"  buyers.  Other  factors,  such  as 
the  increased  value  of  silver  with  its  diminishing  effect  on  remittances 
from  the  South  Seas,  high  freight  rates,  diminished  tonnage,  and 
the  restrictions  and  embargoes  at  sources  of  production,  have  ad- 
versely influenced  the  trade  of  this  port. 

Financial  Conditions. 

Business,  generally  speaking,  was  carried  on  along  conservative 
lines,  although  there  was  some  speculation  in  cotton  goods  in  July 
and  August.  High  freight  rates  prevented  overtrading  and  destruc- 
tive competition  and  tended  to  maintain  a  healthy  state  of  trade. 
No  failures  of  consequence  had  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  Chinese 
calendar  year  (February,  1918),  when  final  settlements  are  made. 
Business  may  be  said  to  have  been  fairly  satisfactory  for  foreign  and 
native  merchants,  except  during  the  last  quarter,  when  military  op- 
erations brought  it  almost  to  a  standstill.  Since  the  new  year  the 
state  of  the  trade  has  improved. 

A  still  further  decline  occurred  in  the  remittances  from  Chinese 
emigrants  in  Siam  and  Straits  Settlements,  due  principally  to  the 
increased  value  of  silver.  This  is  a  serious  loss  to  this  region,  as 
these  remittances  represent  a  fair  portion  of  the  ready  money  avail- 
able for  the  purchase  of  imports.  They  are  handled  by  money-packet 
hongs  which  send  drafts  on  Hongkong  banks  to  their  agents  at 
Swatow,  where  they  are  disposed  of  to  the  local  banks  for  Mexican 
dollars.  It  is  estimated  that  the  amount  of  these  remittances  has 
been  reduced  at  least  by  half  since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  embargo  on  silver  from  Hongkong  exchange  continued  against 
that  port  throughout  the  year,  the  Hongkong  dollar  ranging  between 
r>  and  10  per  cent  discount  as  compared  to  the  Mexican  dollar.  The 
Shanghai  dollar  was  generally  at  a  slight  premium. 

The  local  money  market  was  as  a  rule  easy  and  interest  rates  ruled 
low,  the  average  bank  rate  for  deposits  being  between  7  and  8  per 
cent,  as  compared  with  about  12  per  cent  in  1916.  The  demand  for 
loans  was  relatively  small  as  a  result  of  conservative  business. 
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There   were  two  bank  failures  with  a  total  liability  of  about 
$900,000  Swatow  currency  during  the  year. 
Agricultural  Conditions — Industrial  Progress. 

The  principa  1  crops  of  this  region  are  rice,  sugar,  and  oranges.  The 
midsummer  rice  crop  was  excellent,  but  the  autumn  one  was  below 
normal,  owing  to  a  protracted  drought.  Sugar  cane,  also  an  autumn 
crop,  wa  I  not  only  by  the  drought  but  also  by  frost  in  certain 

parts,  and  as  a  result  the  harvest  was  about  20  per  cent  below  normal. 
The  orange  crop  was  an  average  one,  but  the  market  was  dull. 

Among  the  crops  of  lesser  importance  are  peanuts,  indigo,  and  to- 
bacco. The  peanut  crops  (two)  were  slightly  below  the  average, 
owing  to  adverse  weather  conditions,  and  the  same  is  true  for  the 
indigo  crop.    The  tobacco  crop  was  a  good  one. 

Among  the  principal  industries  of  this  district  are  the  manufac- 
ture, by  native  methods,  of  cloth  (cotton  and  grass),  shoes  (native), 
fans,  earthenware,  bamboo  ware,  paper,  joss  paper,  and  pewter  ware. 
The  most  up-to-date  cotton-cloth  factories  have  hand-power  iron 
looms  of  Japanese  make,  and  their  output  includes  a  cheap  grade  of 
both  plain  and  fancy  cloth.  The  principal  cloth  manufacture  is  in 
nankeens,  for  making  which  the  native  wooden  loom  is  used.  The 
weaving  industry  had  a  bad  year,  and  some  factories  Avere  forced  to 
close  down,  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  yarn.  No  expansion  in  this 
industry  occurred. 

The  Li  Kiang  Knitting  Factory,  using  steam  machinery,  had  an 
output  of  54,000  dozen  pairs  of  socks  but  had  not  so  profitable  a  year 
as  1916.    The  addition  of  more  knitting  machines  is  contemplated. 

The  new  rice  mill,  established  in  1916,  has  a  capacity  of  3  J  tons  of 
paddy  per  day.  Its  equipment  is  of  Japanese  manufacture.  Its  opera- 
tion Avas  not  very  successful  from  the  financial  standpoint. 

Local  canning  factories  had  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  necessary  tin 
plate  for  cans  and  Avere  forced  to  use  kerosene  tins  during  part  of  the 
time.  Since  the  end  of  the  Chinese  year  (February,  1918)  they  have 
been  closed  for  want  of  materials  for  making  cans.  The  high  cost  of 
these  materials  considerably  reduced  profits.  The  local  bean  mills  did 
not  operate. 

Mining  has  become  a  more  important  industry  as  a  result  of  the 
discovery  of  Avolfram  ore  about  Swabue  during  the  summer  of  1917. 
Since  then  this  ore  has  been  found  in  other  parts  of  the  district,  and 
now  many  thousands  of  Chinese  are  digging  for  this  valuable  min- 
eral, which  undoubtedly  exists  in  large  quantities.  Much  of  the  out- 
put has  been  sent  to  Canton  via  Waichow  for  export,  but  its  free 
movement  is  now  being  interfered  with  by  recently  established  official 
restrictions.  The  people  of  this  region  are  beginning  to  display  an 
interest  in  their  mineral  resources,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  develop- 
ment of  other  valuable  deposits  known  to  exist  in  this  region  will 
result. 

Some  anthracite  coal  mined  in  the  Hakka  region,  in  the  northern 
;  of  this  district,  avos  placed  on  the  market.    The  coal  is  said  to 
be  of  good  quality,  and  with  the  high  prices  of  the  imported  article 
the  time  is  opportune  to  undertake  its  mining  on  a  larger  scale. 
Public  Utilities. 

The  Swatow-Chaochowfu  Railway,  26|  miles  in  length,  had  a 
slightly  better  year  and  Avas  frequently  used  in  moving  troops.     Pas- 
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feehgers  receipts  increased  slightly,  but  freighl  rule.-,  which  are  rela- 
tively unimportant,  wore  about  the  same.  No  improvement  to  1 1  u» 
road  nor  additions  to  the  rolling  stork-  were  made.  At  the  cud  of  the 
war,  when  material  can  be  obtained,  the  track  will  be  extended  to  the 
water  front  at  Swatow. 

The  Swatow-Changlin  Light  Railway,  a  push-car  line  for  carrying 
passengers,  started  operation  over  6  miles  of  track  on  November  .">, 
1917.  There  is  still  11  miles  of  construction  work  to  be  done,  but  the 
enterprise  is  meeting  with  some  opposition  owing  to  the  absence  of 
i i  o  v  e  rnment  sa  net  ion. 

There  are  three  electric-lighl  plants  in  this  district,  and  a  fourth 
'(at  Chaochowfu)  is  being  installed.  The  Swatow  Kaiming  Electric 
Light  Co.  had  a  profitable  year  and  declared  a  dividend  of  8  per 
cent.  During  the  year  the  number  of  lamps  furnished  with  light 
-was  increased  from  13.000  to  L5,000.  Small  plants  are  located  at 
Kayling  and  Hingning,  the  one  at  the  former  place  furnishing  light 
to  more  than  2,000  lamps. 

The.  Swatow  waterworks  had  another  profitless  year.     An  unsuc- 
cessful effort  was  made  to  sell  shares  at  half  their  face  value  to  pay 
oil'  borrowed  capital. 
Shipping  at  Swatow  Declines. 

Shipping  at  the  port  of  Swatow  in  1017  decreased  by  361  steamers 
of  541,123  tons,  or  more  than  20  per  cent,  as  compared  with  1916,  and 
by  330  steamers  of  108,501  tons,  or  more  than  15  per* 'cent,  as  com- 
pared Avith  1015.  In  this  loss  British  shipping  alone  reached  537.131 
tons;  Norwegian  and  Chinese  shipping  dropped  37,108  and  12,498 
tons,  respective]}'.  The  only  considerable  increase  was  in  Japanese 
shipping,  which  advanced  39.826  tons.  American  tonnage  entering 
this  port  was  confined  to  a  tank  steamer  and  two  visits  from  a  coast- 
ing vessel  on  charter  service  between  Hongkong  and  Saigon.  It 
may  be  observed  here  that  the  regular  shipping  of  the  port  is  con- 
fined to  China  coasting  lines  and  direct  services  to  Bangkok,  Singa- 
pore, Saigon,  and  Deli,  Sumatra. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  and  tonnage  of  steamers 
entered  and  cleared  at  Swatow  during  1916  and  1017,  as  well  as  the 
launches,  steam  and  motor,  eni  ring  and  clearing  under  inland  navi- 
gation rules: 


Flag. 

1916 

1017 

Tons. 

Tons. 

STEAMERS. 

0 

115 
2 

50 
2 

372 
136 

15,240 

nil 
147,860 

1, 134 

10. 90S 

British        

i'v,  no 

Dutch 

42  i 
102 
10 

442,284 

110,752 

Total 

2, 203 

2,070,311 

1,842 

2,).. 

LAUNCHES. 

British 

2,  142 

r,,  Tf.i 

2,300 

70,650 

70  000 

Total 

11,603 

423,281 

10,039 

371  026 
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Inland  Navigation — New  latinch  Service. 

The  number  of  junks,  engaged  principally  in  local  trade,  increased 
from  22.115  in  1916  to  25,945  in  1917,  and  tonnage  increased  from 
405,402  to  527,024. 

launches  under  inland  navigation  rules  are  used  on  river  and 
short  coast  runs,  and  those  under  foreign  flags  are  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  passenger  trade.  The  loss  in  the  Chinese  tonnage  as 
compared  with  1916  was  largely  due  to  the  commandeering  of  the 
vessels  by  the  military.  Swatow-Ungkung  and  Swatow-Swabue 
services  amalgamated  under  the  name  of  the  Sie  Yak  Co.  A  British 
company  added  a  new  crude-oil  launch  on  its  Swatow-Kityang  run. 

A  new  motor  launch  was  placed  on  the  upriver  service  (Chaochow- 
fu-Kaying)  during  the  year.    These  river  services  are  confined  to  the 
sr  trade. 

The  customs  returns  show  that  there  were  11  new  registrations  and 
5  withdrawals  under  inland  navigation  rules  during  the  year  and 
that  the  total  number  of  boats  registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
48,  as  compared  with  42  at  the  end  of  1916.  Ten  of  these  boats  fly 
foreign  flags  and  38  the  Chinese. 
Value  of  Trade — Import  and  Export  Statistics. 

The  value  of  the  Maritime  Customs  trade  expressed  in  gold  at  the 
rates  of  conversion  for  the  past  two  years  ($0.8283  to  the  tael  in  1916 
and  $1.02,  in  1917),  is  misleading  and  shows  a  gain  of  9  per  cent,  or 
$4,458,421,  while  the  silver  values  show  a  decrease  of  approximately 
11  per  cent,  the  decrease  being  confirmed  by  a  comparison  of  the 
quantities.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  remember  that,  owing  to 
a  steady  increase  in  prices  of  foreign  imports  and  most  native 
products,  higher  values  do  not  necessarily  indicate  increased  trade. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  import  and  export 
trade  of  Swatow  through  the  Chinese  Maritime  Customs  in  1916 
and  1917: 


Items. 

1916 

1917 

Imports  of  foreign  goods: 

$11,961,553 

752, 591 

$13,870  330 

826,400 

Total  foreign  imports 

12,714,117 

11, 090, 739 

Reexports  of  foreign  goods: 

263, 998 
333,375 

222  361 

To  Chinese  ports 

170, 267 

Total  reexports  of  foreign  goods 

597, 373 

392, 628 

Net  total  foreign  imports 

12,116,771 

14,304,111 

Imports  of  native  produce 

21,021,837 

21,900,097 

Reexports  of  native  produce: 

To  foreign  countries 

1,373,218 
88,583 

1,191  SCO 

To  Chinese  ports 

161,093 

Total  reexports  of  native  produce 

1,461,806 

1,355,9.53 

;  ital  Chinese  imports 

22,563,031 

23  544  144 

Exports  of  native  pro 

To  foreign  countries 

945,175 

5,851,955 

8  720  928 

To  Chinese  ports 

»  6, 369,' 174 

Total  exports  of  native  produce 

13, 800, 131 

15  090  102 

Gross  value  of  trade  of  port t 

50,539,115 

51  086  938 

Net  value  of  trade  of  port 

48,479,936 

52  938  357 

CHINA — S  W  ATO  W. 


Hongkong  Leads  in  Foreign  Trade. 

In  direct  trade  with  foreign  countries  Hongkong  is  maintaining 
its  position  as  the  premier  distributing  center  for  foreign  imports. 

Its  proportion  was  approximately  72  per  cent  for  both  1916  and 
1917.  All  goods  of  whatever  origin  coming  from  Hongkong  arc 
credited  by  the  customs  to  that  place.  Japan  and  the  United  States 
follow  in  the  order  named,  the  latter's  share  being  entirely  in  kero- 
sene. A  very  small  portion  of  foreign  imports  comes  from  Chinese 
ports,  principally  Shanghai,  the  values  of  which  for  1916  and  1917 
were  $419,219  and  $656,142,  respectively.  The  bulk  of  Swalow's  ex- 
ports to  foreign  countries  goes  to  those  countries  where  there  are 
large  Chinese  communities  which  demand  the  Chinese  foods  and 
household  articles  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  Exports  to  western 
countries  are  generally  sent  to  Hongkong  for  transshipment  to  trans- 
oceanic steamers  and  are  chiefly  in  feathers,  hides,  drawn  work,  and. 
wolfram  ore.  Hongkong  also  receives  some  cargo  for  transshipment 
to  the  South  Seas. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  direct  trade  of  Swatow 
with  foreign  countries  for  191G  and  1917 : 


Countries. 


Gross  imports  ol  foreign 
goods. 


1916 


1917 


Exports  and  reexports  of 
native  goods. 


Hongkong 

French  Indo-China 

Sunn 

Straits  Settlements 

Dutch  Indies 

British  India 

Great  Britain 

Japan  ( including  Taiwan) 

Philippine  Islands 

United  States  (including  Hawaii) 
All  other  countries 

Total  gross  value 

Reexports 

Total  net  value 


647,  in: 

251,974 

359, 140 

156, 834 

14,847 

266, 709 

2,957 

,479,920 

11,066 

766,  738 

3,945 


$10,052,350 

287,046 

308, 247 

249, 77S 

136, 691 

12, 962 

7,111 

2,120,813 


695. 189 
143 


$1,993,411 

807,056 

2, 450, 102 

3, 625, 432 

34, 438 

65,268 

077 

8,  167 
4,830 

2,022 


11,961,553 
263, 99S 


I  !,  : '    ■■ 
222,361 


9,318,393 

1,373,218 


11,697,555    13,647,069 


7,945,175 


12, 526, 040 

950, 175 

2,300,192 

3,  816,  032 

90,  446 

25,  189 

221 

201,839 

82 

5,073 

199 


9,915,788 

1, 194, 860 


8,  720, 928 


Movement  of  Treasure. 

The  movement  of  treasure  is  not  included  in  the  general  trade 
returns.  The  imports  of  treasure,  expressed  in  gold,  were  about  the 
same  for  the  two  years,  namely,  $1,231,453  and  $1,233,789  for  1916 
and  1917,  respectively.  The  foreign  imports  for  both  years  were 
principally  in  gold  bullion  and  silver  coins  from  Hongkong  and 
Macao,  60  per  cent  of  the  1917  import  being  in  gold.  Native  im- 
ports were  in  Chinese  coins  and  chiefly  from  Amoy  and  Shanghai. 
In  exports  there  was  a  reduction  from  $3,413,612  in  1916  to  $3,178,516 
in  1917.  Exports  in  silver  coin  were  chiefly  to  Hongkong,  foreign, 
and  to  Amoy  and  Shanghai,  Chinese.  The  excess  of  exports  over 
imports  decreased  from  $2,162,159  in  1916  to  $1,944,727  in  1917. 
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Figures  for  the  movement  of  treasure  in  1916  and  1917  are  given 
in  the  following  table: 


Items. 

1910 

1917 

Imports: 

J.520,951 
710, 502 

$669  891 

563, 898 

1,231,453 

1, 233, 789 

Exports: 

2,071,192 
1,342,420 

9-17, 240 
2, 231, 276 

To  Chinese  ports 

3,413,612 

3,178,516 

Foreign  Imports — Cotton  Goods. 

The  large  increase  in  1917  of  foreign  imports  as  compared  with 
1916  appears  in  terms  of  silver  as  a  decrease.  These  values  are  not 
entirely  dependable  on  account  of  the  general  rise  in  prices  at  the 
sources  of  production  during  the  year.  Attention  will,  therefore, 
be  directed  to  quantities  rather  than  values. 

Compared  with  the  whole  foreign  import  trade,  cotton  goods  rep- 
resented 32  and  34  per  cent  of  the  total  in  19-16  and  1917.  respectively. 
Yarn,  shirtings,  dyed  cottons,  and  thread  on  spools  are  the  most  im- 
portant items. 

In  spite  of  the  greatly  restricted  trade  in  the  autumn,  owing  to  the 
political  disturbances  and  the  consequent  failing  off  of  the  upcountry 
demand,  the  piece  goods  merchants  generally  had  a  profitable  year, 
as  there  was  a  steady  rise  in  prices.  There  was  little  or  no  indenting 
and,  generally  speaking,  the  dealers  bought  in  small  quantities.  The 
buyers  indulging  in  speculation  during  July  and  August  lost  money. 
But  for  high  silver  exchange,  piece  goods  at  present  high  prices 
would  be  beyond  the  purchasing  power  of  the  average  Chinese.  The 
difficulties  of  obtaining  stocks  from  Great  Britain,  the  country  fur- 
nishing the  bulk  of  the  trade,  increased  during  the  year.  Japan's 
share  of  this  trade  increased  considerably,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
war  restrictions  and  the  favorable  conditions  under  which  her  trade 
was  carried  on.    American  cotton  goods  are  not  found  in  this  market. 

Shirtings  and  Japanese  Goods. 

Shirtings,  both  gray  and  white,  decreased  in  quantity  between  40 
and  50  per  cent,  the  loss  being  45,274  and  63,029  pieces,  respectively. 
With  the  exception  of  about  2,000  Japanese  pieces  of  each  description 
the  import  was  British.  The  bulk  of  the  shirtings  was  in  the  9  to  11 
pound  weights.  Dyed  cottons,  next  in  importance,  depreciated  from 
79,117  to  50,442  pieces,  or  more  than  35  per  cent.  This  description 
includes  Italians,  Listings,  Venetians,  and  poplins;  as  shown  by  the 
import  table,  the  plain,  colored  articles  have  the  largest  demand. 
These  nre  also  British  products. 

A  number  of  goods  of  minor  importance,  largely  of  Japanese 
origin,  enjoyed  an  advance,  as  yarn-dyed  cotton  cloth,  Japanese 
crepe,  flannelettes,  and  plain  cotton  prints.  Japanese  cloth,  a  hand- 
made imitation  of  native  cloth,  dropped  from  461,348  to  126,092 
yards.  Crimps  and  crepons  increased  from  90,326  to  201,890  yards, 
owing  to  increased  popularity.  The  handkerchief  import,  which  de- 
clined by  910  dozen,  included  about  4,000  dozen  of  Japanese  manu- 
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facture.  Towels  dropped  from  47,204  to  19.200  dozen.  Of  last 
year's  import  4,530  dozen  were  Japanese.  T  clot  lis  arc  chiefly 
British,  the  Japanese  share,  however,  amounting  to  more  than  2, Too 
pieces.  Velvets  and  velveteens,  principally  English,  showed  a  de- 
crease of  more  than  13,000  yards,  or  30  per  cent. 

Cotton  Thread  and  Yarn — Dyes,  Paints,  Etc. 

Thread  on  spools,  both  English  and  Japanese,  slightly  increased, 
while  thread  in  balls,  principally  a  Japanese  product,  decreased  by 
50  per  cent.  Thread  is  largely  used  in  the  drawn- work  industry  and 
in  the  growing-  filet-lace  industry. 

The  most  important  single  item  of  import  is  cotton  yarn,  which 
decreased  by  about  15  per  cent,  or  from  13,067,000  pounds  in  1916  to 
11,646,536  pounds  in  1917,  while  its  value  shows  an  increase  of  more 
than  80  per  cent,  or  from  $1,890,021  in  1916  to  $3,444,036  in  1917. 
The  figures  for  the  principal  yarns  are  as  follows:  Indian  yarn,  12,- 
118,800  pounds  in  1916  and  8,328,520  pounds  in  1917;  Japanese  yarn, 
1,431,720  pounds  in  1916  and  3,153,320  pounds  in  1917.  While  Indian 
yarn  suffered  a  decrease  of  30  per  cent,  Japanese  yarn  increased  by 
120  per  cent  and  was  exceeded  only  by  the  1914  import.  Present 
prospects  would  indicate  an  increased  Japanese  import  during  the 
current  year.  English  and  Hongkong  yarns  reached  this  market  in 
very  small  quantities.  The  bulk  of  the  yarn  trade  was  in  the  low 
counts  for  the  weaving  industry,  a  very  small  amount  being  needed 
for  the  knitting  industry. 

Imports  of  dyes  dropped  from  a  value  of  $122,768  in  1916  to  $89,r 
570  in  1917.  In  1914  the  principal  dye  imports  were  in  aniline  and 
synthetic  indigo,  but  neither  of  these  products  was  brought  to  this 
market  in  1917.  This  is  undoubtedly  an  opportune  time  to  introduce 
these  ctyes  from  the  United  States.  Paint  and  paint  oil,  placed  under 
this  heading,  are  supplied  through  Hongkong,  British  and  American 
paints  predominating.  In  flour  there  was  an  increase  from  266,400 
to  4,920,268  pounds,  a  new  source  of  supply  having  developed  in 
Japan.  War  conditions  have  driven  American  flour  from  this  field, 
where  formerly  it  was  supreme,  and  now  the  trade  is  divided  between 
the  Japanese  and  Chinese,  the  latter's  share  being  shown  under  native 
imports.  The  ginseng  import  decreased  from  25,748  to  16,532  pounds. 
The  demand  was  not  strong,  owing  to  poor  harvests,  and  prices  went 
down,  except  that  of  American  wild.  This  import  is  largely  Amer- 
ican. Japanese  and  Korean  ginsengs  are  also  represented. 
Metals  and  Manufactures — Kerosene  Oil. 

The  total  metal  import  for  the  past  two  years  was  valued  at  $934,- 
512  (1,128,229  taels)  and  $1,083,923  (1,062,670  taels),  respectively, 
the  quantities,  however,  indicating  a  considerable  reduction  in  last 
year's  trade.  In  tin  in  slabs,  which  accounted  for  75  per  cent  of  the 
total,  there  was  an  increase  of  nearly  200,000  pounds.  This  product 
comes  from  Yunnan  via  Hongkong  and  is  used  in  making  tin  foil  and 
in  the  manufacture  of  pewter  ware.  Tinned  plate,  used  by  the  oil 
companies  and  canneries,  fell  off  by  almost  2,000,000  pounds,  owing 
to  the  absence  of  available  supplies.  In  iron  and  mild  steel  bars,  nail 
rods,  nails  and  rivets,  and  plate  cuttings  decreases  are  shown,  while 
cobbles  and  shorts  and  sheets  and  plates  slightly  increased.  All  other 
articles  except  manufactured  tin  declined.     The  market  for  these 
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products  is  largely  supplied  through  Hongkong  importers,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  American  products  were  imported  in  larger  quantities. 

Although  the  import  of  kerosene  oil  increased  by  (575,000  gallons, 
it  was  well  below  the  average  of  a  few  years  ago.  The  supplies  were 
drawn  from  the  following  countries:  United  States,  2,997,102  gallons, 
valued  :ii  $725,130;  Borneo,  193,933  gallons,  valued  at  $32,213;  Su- 
matra. 2,268,669  gallons,  valued  at  $544,187;  and  Japan,  312,390  gal- 
lons, valued  at  $95,592;  making  a  total  of  5,772,094  gallons,  valued  at 
$1,397,152.  Each  country  shared  in  the  increase.  The  import  during 
the  year  approximated  deliveries  to  the  market. 

The  consumption  of  kerosone  oil  was  nearly  normal  up  to  July  but 
later  suffered  from  unfavorable  conditions.  The  year  as  a  whole 
compared  favorably  with  1916.  Prices  advanced  from  27  cents  in 
United  States  currency  per  gallon  for  first-grade  case  oil  and  22  cents 
per  gallon  for  oil  in  bulk  to  34|  and  27  cents  per  gallon,  respectively. 
The  local  market  is  supplied  by  two  American  importers,  one  Brit- 
ish, and  several  Japanese. 

Sugar  Imports  Decreased — Woolen  Goods. 

Imports  of  sugar  decreased  from  9,696,401  pounds  in  1916  to 
8,267,336  pounds  in  1917.  A  decrease  of  2,500,000  pounds  in  refined 
sugar  took  place,  and  white  sugar  gained  1,000,000  pounds.  As  white 
sugar  is  mixed  with  native  brown  for  some  markets  the  increased 
export  of  the  native  article  explains  this  rise.  The  reduction  in  the 
total  imports  is  attributed  to  the  absorption  by  the  local  market  of 
a  greater  portion  of  native  sugar  of  the  1916  crop.  Java  sugars  from 
Hongkong  refineries  and  Formosan  sugars  supply  the  market,  the 
latter's  share  for  1917  being  479,200  pounds  of  white  and  1,523,600 
pounds  of  refined.     The  import  of  Formosan  sugars  is  increasing. 

Although  the  value  of  the  woolen  goods  import  increased  from 
$62,301  in  1916  to  $82,859  in  1917,  the  quantities  showed  a  decrease. 
The  principal  item  was  yarns  and  cords,  which  accounted  for  73  per 
cent  of  the  total  import.  There  were  smaller  imports  of  yarns  and 
cords,  Spanish  stripes,  and  coatings'and  suitings,  while  blankets  and 
rugs  and  long  ells  showed  increases  of  minor  importance.  Under 
normal  conditions  imports  of  woolen  goods  are  not  important. 

Other  Important  Imports. 

Hice  imports  from  foreign  countries,  principally  French  Indo- 
China  and  Siam,  and  native  ports  (shown  under  native  imports)  de- 
creased, owing  to  the  excellent  local  summer  crop  and  the  regulation 
of  the  trade  according  to  requirements  by  the  rice  guild.  In  ciga- 
rettes there  was  a  promising  advance.  Clothing  imports  decreased  by 
more  than  50  per  cent,  as  locally-made  ribbed  underwear  is  success- 
fully competing  with  the  cheaper  imported  Japanese  and  British 
articles.  Decreased  tonnage  reduced  the  coal  supply  which  resulted 
in  increased  prices.  This  import,  more  than  half  of  which  was  dust 
coal,  was  supplied  by  French  Indo-China  (Hongay)  and  Japan- 
About  half  of  the  fishery  products,  principally  cuttlefish,  is  imported 
from  Taiwan.  This  large  import  shows  that  the  near-by  coast  fish- 
eries are  entirely  inadequate  to  supply  local  demands.  The  hosiery 
import  dropped  by  14,000  dozen  pairs,  for  which  increased  prices 
were  largely  responsible,  Hongkong  and  Japanese  products  pre- 
dominated.    Leather  imports,  chiefly  cheap  sole  leather  from  Hong- 
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kong  and  the  Straits  Settlements,  fell  off  considerably  in  1917. 
Matches  from  Japan  dropped  about  60  per  cent,  for  which  over- 
stocking in  1916  was  partly  responsible.  Medicines  were,  a  growing 
import,  in  which  Japanese  drugs  obtained  an  increasing  share. 
American  drugs  were  represented.  A  marked  increase  occurred  in 
spirits  of  wine,  which  is  supplied  from  Taiwan.  This  product  is 
used  largely  in  making  samshu. 

The  value  of  imported  goods  sent  inland  under  transit  pass  in- 
creased from  $250,681  in  1916  to  $353,707  in  1917.  and  the  number 
of  passes  issued  increased  from  999  to  1,550.  '  The  bulk  of  this  trade 
is  in  kerosene  oil  and  Japanese  matches  for  south  Fukien. 
Principal  Foreign  Goods  Imported. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  of  foreign  goods 
through  Maritime  Customs  for  1916  and  1917: 


Articles. 


1916 


Quantity.        Value 


1917 


Quantity.        Value. 


Aniseed,  star pounds 

Arms  and  ammunition. 


Bags pieces. 

Beans ,  peas,  etc pounds . 

Bedsteads,  iron pie<  es. 

Bfiche  de  mer pounds . 

Birds  'nests do . . . 

Biscuits 

Books 

Bott-'es,  empty 

Braid,  llama pounds . 

Buttons,  brass  and  fancy gross. 

Candles pounds! 

Cardamons do . . . 

Casks,  empty 

Cement tons . 

Cereals: 

Rice  and  paddy do. . . 

Other do... 

Chemical  products  n.  e.  s 

China  ware 

Cigare  ttes .. thousands . 

Cigars do. . . 

Cinnam  on - pounds. 

Clocks  and  watches pieces. 

Clothing,  hats,  etc 

Cloves  and  spices pounds. 

Coal tons. 

Confectionery 

Cotton  goods: 

Blankets pieces. 

Cambrics,  lawns,  and  muslin do... 

Cloth .  Japanese yards . 

Cloth ,  yarn-dyed „ do . . . 

Crfepc,  Japanese do . . . 

Crimps  and  crepons do. . . 

Drills pieces. 

Dyed  cottons- 
Plain do... 

Fir  red... do. . . 

Flannelettes: 

Plain,  dyed  or  printed do... 

Yarn,  dyed do. . . 

Handkerchiefs dozen. 

Jeans pieces. 

Lenos  and  balzarines,  -white,  dyed  or  i 
pieces 

Plain  cotton  prints ] 

Sheetings do. . . 

Shirtings— 

Gray,  plain do. . . 

White,  plain ilo. . . 

White ,  figured do . . . 

Dyed,  plain 

T  cloths— 

32  inches do. . . 

36  inches do. . . 


21, 133 


2,458,092 

73,200 

41S 

389,067 

2,300 


1,332 
45,843 
48,400 
21,467 


991 

20,405 
216 


42,600 
1,680 

9,333 
9,649 


18,800 
56,105 


9,609 

4,286 

461,348 

179, 857 

4,515 

90,326 

517 

57,981 
21,136 

7,729 
22, 836 
27,092 
16, 749 

13,9»5 


95, 156 

1,993 
7 

9,612 

2,711 


$2,868 
8,031 

49,117 
1,426 
5,190 

97,959 
9,380 
3,072 
7,631 

16,361 
1,559 
7,525 
4,904 
5,101 
6,789 

13,795 

743,373 

37,476 

13,413 

10,475 

110,304 

25,048 

5,830 

15, 140 

190,060 

2,424 

328,264 

1,955 

7,978 
8,574 
32, 7S0 
21,469 
346 
10,284 
2,265 

365,009 
122, 136 

27,727 
58,423 

62, 598 

6,082 
33, 142 


276, 132 

545,864 

8,546 

29 

16,849 
7,270 


42,532 


2,899,199 

422,400 

163 

32(3, 400 
2, 512 


1,332 
22,912 
116,400 
15,200 


1,175 

15,928 
169 


52, 834 
2,135 
8,400 
8,810 


22, 688 
42,550 


10,637 

2,698 

125,092 

832,618 

21,300 

201,890 

1,415 

37, 287 
13,155 

9,340 

102,964 

26, 173 

6,593 

14,637 

451 

49,882 
77",  189 
3,564 

2,298 


$6,092 

7,491 

100, 738 

9,775 

2,914 

98,688 

10,508 
3,661 
8,131 

16, 751 
2,193 
6,025 

13, 360 
6,189 
5,612 

20,309 

679, S97 

34, 145 

7,481 

13,867 

165,3.58 

39,  H9 

6,019 

15,461 

92. SOS 

3,033 

519,947 

4,055 

10,716 
12,416 
11,841 
46,465 

3,042 
37,067 

7,060 

296,222 
101,331 

47, 886 
32,713 
12,740 
37,964 

5,3S9 

1,573 

184,610 

405,484 

20,273 

9,800 

18,671 
8,090 
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Articles. 


Quantity.         Value 


1317 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Cotton  goods— Continued. 

lis pounds 

( )n  spools gross 

Turkey-red  cottons  and  dyed  T  cloths... pieces.. 

Towels dozen. 

Veh  ets  and  velveteens yards . 

Yarns ♦ pi  >U] 

,ed,  or  mercerized do... 

Othi  ods 

pounds. 

■    ■  andtable 

Cutlery  and  ele  itroplated  ware 

and  paints: 

Aniline 

Ban  pounds.. 

do.. . 

pan  wood do... 

Vermilion do.  •  • 

Paint    and  paint  oil do... 

Other do... 

Electrical  materials  and  fittings 

Enamelei  1  ware 

Fans,  palm-leaf 

i !  fishery  products pi  iunds . 

do... 

Fruit ,  fresh  and  dried do. . . 

Furnit are.  and  materials  for  making 

lie,  benzene,  naphtha,  etc gallons. 

Ginseng pounds. 

indow boxes. 

'id  glassware 

G  lue pounds . 

Groundnuts do. . . 

i  ruins  and  wax do. . . 

Haberdashery 

Hemp pounds. 

Horns ,  deer do. . . 

H<  siery dozen  pairs. 

Instruments ,  musical 

Instruments  and  apparatus,  medical,  etc 

Isinglass pounds. 

and  lampware 

Leal  her pounds. 

Leal  her  manufactures  (not  including  boots  and  shoes) 

Liquid  fuel tons. 

Looking  glasses  and  mirrors 

Macaroni  and  vermicelli pounds. 

Machinery ,  textile  industry 

Lery,  other,  and  parts 

Machine  ,  lowing  and  knitting 

Manures pounds . 

Matches,  Japanese gross. . 

Meats,  prepared  or  preserved 

Medicines 

Metal'  and  manufactures: 

Brass   and   yellow  metals— bars,   sheets,   wires, 

etc pounds.. 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  new— 

do.. 

Cobbles  and  shorts do. . 

Nail  rods do.. 

Nails  and  rivets do. . 

Plate  cuttings do.. 

Sheets  and  plates % do.. 

Wire do. . 

Iron  and  mild  steel,  old do.. 

Iron,  galvanized— 

Sheets do . . 

Wire do. . 

Lead,  in  pigs  or  bars do.. 

Quii  ksilver do. . 

Steel  bamboo,  bars,  hoops,  etc do 

Tin,  in  slabs do 

Tin,  manufactured  (not  including  tin-foil). do 

Tinned  plates do 

other  metals  and  manufactures 

Milk,  condensed,  in  tins dozen.. 

wms pounds 

Nee-iles thousands. . 


10, 733 
29, 002 
12.276 

38,379 


19,067 


1,280,267 

1,867 

289,333 

10,800 

158,133 

1,776,533 


1,567,290 

286, 934 


3,210 
25,Y48 

2,386 


205.000 
185,867 

34,  400 


752, S00 

8,133 

102, 974 


26,000 
'  414,"  666 


335 

'37,' 666 


1,298,533 
1,603,604 


39, 733 

762,  S00 
254, 000 
192, 533 

1, 240, 933 

936, 000 

201.407 

85, 807 

1,  SOS,  800 

10, 133 

89,  4G7 

119,867 

2, 533 

5G,  933 

1, 550, 800 

8,933 

2,648,933 


36 

80 

24 

16 

11 

1,890 

47 

151 

1 


e 

16 

2 

8 
12 

13 

76 

28 

13 

9 

786 

9 

9 

52 

1 

245 

17 

9 

27 

4 

3 

10 

119 

20 

69 

3 

8 

8 

48 

138 

8 

6 

12 

2 

4 

10 
23 
25 
558 
1) 


26, 879 

114,  800 

2,925 


12, 121 

26, 823 
6,938 
6. 458 

61, 004 

25, 584 
9,175 
3, 713 

30, 101 

856 

5,834 

14,371 

4,414 

3,779 

539, 502 

623 

166, 702 

16,514 

36,141 

30,342 

3,198 


5,332 
32, 827 

9,107 

19.299 

26.058 

11,646,536 

99, 868 


12, 268 


901.468 

2;  932 

197, 46S 

16, 268 

215, 86S 

1,661,868 


1,212.000 

10,198,000 

4, 920, 268 

99,064 


6.368 

16, 532 

1,819 


225.000 

5, 174! 132 

38, 400 


534, 532 

2,S00 
"S3, 894 


32, 132 
243,' 868 


330 
"ii2,'668 


2, 509, 332 
666. 750 


35, 732 

381, 332 
441,372 
73, 463 
646,000 
628, 268 
204, 800 
152, 268 
1, 072, 26S 

7,468 
54,800 
96, 66S 

2,132 

48, 932 

1,741,068 

36,932 

704,268 


$4,236 
128,924 

30.604 
8,221 

12,615 
3,414.035 

47.221 

95, 725 
1,633 
4,120 
6,049 


21,977 

68, 532 

4,3S0 


12,618 

4,033 
4,311 
10, 791 

23,450 

40, 545 
14,732 

9.349 
872,528 

188, 205 

3,963 

49, 104 

3,389 

255,255 

14,595 

7,931 

42,571 

163,642 

5,232 

9,639 

95,  190 

10, 730 

118, 189 

4,080 

13,831 

53,275 

112,578 

7.  769 

4,813 

12.7S5 

1  1,788 

4,467 

9,710 

9, 125 

42, 593 

312, 571 

60,056 

254, 105 


12,014 

21,384 
16,  S  39 

3, 692 
37,012 
28,021 
10, 698 

8,855 
19, 231 

829 

4,331 

10,210 

3, 602 

6,769 

803, 569 

3,605 

82,684 

10, 523 

36,477 

25, 036 

4,737 
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1916 


Oil: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating do. . 

Opium 

Paper 

Pepper 

Perluiii  : 

Photographic  supplies 

Piece  goods: 

Canvas  and  cotton  ducks 

Silk I 

Imii  i:  th yards.. 

Other 

Printing  and  lithographic  materials 

Railway  sleepers piece? . . 

pounds . . 

Safes  and  strong-room  doors 

Sandalwood pounds.. 

Seaweed  do 

Seeds do 

Ships  and  boats 

ad  boots,  leather pairs. . 

Soaps,  and  materials  for  making 

Soda pounds. . 

Spirits  of  wine gallons.. 

Starch pounds . . 

Stationery 

Stores,  household 

Sugar: 

Brown pounds. . 

White do 

Refined do 

Candy do 

Tea do ... . 

Telegraph  materials 

Timber,  hardwood cu  1 

Tobacco pounds . 

Tobacconist  s'  supplies 

Toilet  requisites 

Tools,  hand 

Toys  and  games 

Trunks  and  suitcases 

Umbrellas pieces . 

Yamisli pounds . 

Vegetables,  dried  and  fresh do 

Vehicles 

; ,  aerated  and  mineral 

Wax,  paraffin pounds . 

Wines  and  spirits: 

Beer  and  porter 

Spirits 

Wines 

Wood  n.  c.  s 

Wood  ware 

Woolen  goods: 

Blankets  and  rugs pounds.. 

Camlets  and  buntings ; 

Coatings  and  suitings yards . . 

Long  ells pieces.. 

Spanish  stripes yards . . 

Yarns  and  cords po 

Other 

Woolen  and  cotton  unions 

Postal  parcels  n.  e.  s 

All  other  articles 


. 


579 


9,  .157 
64! 


2,911 


1,351,533 
IS, 090 


3,749,867 

5, 744, 267 
165,407 


16,527 
ISO,  400 


125,698 

193, 467 

99,400 


Total 

Excess  of  reexports  over  imports. 

Net  total 


364 

13,632 

833 

31,733 


1, 132 
24,391 

2,916 

32,009 
2,960 

1, 416 
2,153 
i4,673 

112,685 
93 

J,  lso 

160,  739 

15, 548 
861 

3, 216 

1,345 
8,174 
9,820 
68,177 

2,  las 

16,402 

8, 589 

47,680 

9,857 
68,«86 

4,904 
13,731 
2,241 

2,287 
5,  705 
11,654 
3,399 
4,258 

11,383 

27^  598 


13,116,774 


2,957 


6,301 


5,018 


281,332 

552,626 

54,41  0 


4,800 

237,068 
57,732 


7,  165 
407,732 


101,971 
377,068 
100,932 


5, 695 


55  i 
641 

620 
29,333 


; 

29,920 

12, 545 

17,496 

30,  453 

170 
227,677 
207',  725 
13, 768 
4,874 
5,589 
3,351 
41,773 

8, 690 

1,  742 

10.48S 

3,843 

10,230 

3,090 

5, 516 

7,652 

23,034 

14,310 
43,496 

5, 054 
10, 697 

2, 976 

5,983 


1,201 
9,761 

747 
60, 653 
4,514 
25,  275 
27,901 


14,345,377 

41,266 


Native  Imports. 

A  decline  of  nearly  30,000  tons  occurred  in  imports  of  native  bean 
cake,  which  is  the  fertilizer  used  for  sugar  cane.  The  reduced  mar- 
ket prices  of  sugar  affected  the  demand.  All  kinds  of  Chinese  cot- 
ton goods  decreased  except  yarn.    This  import  is  still  relatively  unim- 
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portani.  Ramie  fiber,  used  in  the  manufacture  of  grass  cloth,  is  im- 
ported from  Hankow.  Shanghai  flour  imports  decreased  by 
10,000.000  pounds  but  still  were  84  per  cent  of  the  total  flour  im- 
port. Native  groundnut  imports  decreased  by  3,000,000  pounds  but 
those  from  foreign  countries  advanced  by  nearly  5,000,000  pounds, 
the  net  gain  being  attributed  to  better  prices  for  the  oil  and  to 
greater  demand  for  lighting  purposes  owing  to  increased  cost  of 
kerosene.  A  marked  increase  occurred  in  samshu,  the  native  wine. 
Native  Import  Statistics. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  imports  of  native  goods 
through  the  Maritime  Customs  for  the  years  191G  and  1917: 


Articles. 


Bean  cake tons 

Beans do.. 

Ceri  i 

do.. 

Wheat do. . 

Cisarettes pounds 

Coal tons 

Cotton  goods: 

Cloth,  native,  fancy pieci  S 

Is  ankeens pounds 

SI  letings,  pray ]  i<  ces 

Shirtings,  gray do.. 

Yarns pounds 

Cotton,  raw do.. 

Fibers: 

Hemp do.. 

Ramie do . . 

Fishery  products do. . 

Flour,  wheat do . . 

Ginseng do. . 

Groundnuts do. . 

Medicines 

Oil,  groundnut pounds 

Samshu do. . 

Silk  piece  goods do . . 

Tea: 

Black do.. 

Green do.. 

Tobacco,  leaf do.. 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni do. . 


1916 


Quantity. 


229, 724 
51, 491 

146,800 
1,233 

87, 333 
19,319 

10,681 

425,  733 

15, 089 

710 

206,133 
1, 735, 467 

638,183 

7, 696, 267 
4, 583,  200 

36,423,067 
32, 239 

25, 282, 533 


616,267 

8,459,600 

14!),  667 

1,288,400 

5,  833 

3, 356, 000 

5,324,267 


Value. 


86,854,414 
1,823,079 

7, 295, 670 
38, 307 
36,381 
130, 128 

20,312 
159,599 

51,242 
2,705 

44,707 
269,565 

24,210 
522, 572 
199, 383 
905, 075 

720, 543 
300,446 
59, 440 
495,916 
6S7, 835 

260,682 
1,948 

172, 0S8 
281,310 


Quantity. 


190,910 
33, 152 

116,318 
34 

17, 025 

1, 928 
2  12,  532 

9,0S0 

121 

441,600 

917, 733 

1,002,000 
5, 303, 467 
4,899,600 

26,326,000 
25,847 

22,021,067 


14,881,067 

106,000 

1,177,167 

8,933 

3, 302, 000 

3, 408,  4U0 


Value 


17,302,231 

1,475,513 

7,  US,  654 
31,917 
64,921 
138,924 

4,041 
129,087 
37,973 
568 
121,618 
170,380 

135,147 
700,908 
249, 403 
805,605 
30,177 
891,204 
389,806 
134,053 
908,451 
619,929 

300, 833 

1,091 

210,466 

222, 108 


Exports  from  Swatow  through  Maritime  Customs. 

The  total  exports  from  Swatow  were  valued  at  $13,000,102,  of 
which  $8,720,928  was  sent  to  foreign  countries  (including  Hongkong) 
and  $6,369,174  to  native  ports.  The  items  of  export  are  for  the  most 
part  Chinese  food  products  and  household  articles  and  other  articles 
of  Chinese  use.  Outside  of  China  they  were  marketed  principally  in 
Siam,  the  Straits  Settlements,  and  Dutch  Indies,  where  there  are 
large  Chinese  communities.  Direct  steamship  connection  with  those 
countries  facilitates  this  trade. 

On  pages  13  and  14  are  given  the  principal  articles  exported  (not 
including  reexports)  from  Swatow  through  the  Maritime  Customs 
during  the  past  two  years: 
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Articles. 


Alum,  white 

Animals  and  poultry: 

Pi^s number. 

Foil  itry '. do. 




Bamboo  and  bamboo  ware 

Beans,  yellow,  e( c pounds. 

Books..' do... 

Brassware - .do. . . 

Camphor do. . . 

Cereals:  Rice  and  paddy do. . . 

China  rool do . . . 

Chinaware 

('  igars thousands . 

Clothing,  Chinese  -  including  boots  and  shoes) 

Cotton  goods: 

Nankeens pounds. 

Cloth,  native,  fancy | 

Cordage,  nemp,  ramie,  etc p 

Eggs,  fresh  and  preserved thousands. 

Fans 

:  other  fowl p 

jute do... 

Firecrackers  and  fireworks do. . . 

Fishery  products: 

Coc'.;  les tons. 

Cuttlefish pounds. 

Fish,  salt  and  dried do. . . 

Prawns  and  shrimps do. . . 

E    iblul  ber do... 

Sharks'  fins do. . . 

or do... 

Fishing  nets do . . . 

Flour: 

Potal  o do. . . 

Rice  and  other do... 

Fruits,  dried  and  preserved,  n.e.s do... 

,  fresh,  not  otherwise  classed do. . . 

Furniture 

Garlic tons. 

Ginger pounds. 

Glue do... 

Grass  cloth do... 

Groundnuts: 

In  shell do. . . 

Kernels do. . . 

Hair,  human do. . . 

Horns,  deer,  young pairs. 

Indigo,  liqu  id pounds. 

icks do . . . 

Lard do . . . 

Leather do. . . 

Leather  goods do . . . 

as,  dried do... 

'  matting) pi  i    s. 

Medicines 

Metals  and  minerals: 

Iron  pans pounds . 

Ironware. do... 

Wolframite  cVc do . . . 

0 1  her do. . . 

Oil,  groundnut ;.do... 

Olives,  fresh  and  salted do. . . 

Oramres,  fresh do... 

Paper: 

First  quality do... 

Second  quality do. . . 

Joss do... 

Other do. . . 

Pears,  fresh do. . . 

Persimmons,  dried do... 

Potash do... 

Potatoes do . . . 

Pottery  and  earthenware tons. 

Resin pounds. 

Samshu do.. . 

Samshu,  medicated do. . . 

Seeds: 

Rape d ■■ . . . 

Sesamum do . . . 

Other do... 


Quantity. 


350,  000 

317 
5,07* 

1,62.3,  ICO 


83,867 

22,267 

2,000 
548,267 

4,759 


1,273,E33 

991,087 

24,766 

1,115,000 

412,133 
1,777,333 

743,600 

377,600 

6,982,933 
2,229,0  i7 
5, 049, 067 
2,377,600 


6,303 

430,933 

29, 333 

777,467 

3, 033, 867 

17, 467 

64, 933 

34 

10, 776, 267 

2, 236, 000 

93, S67 

62, 533 

57,733 

715, 067 

33,918 


2, 456,  800 

880,400 

1,200 

119, 200 

4, 358, 533 

1,344,267 

26,028,800 

5,416,667 
8,084,207 
7,111,333 
34,267 
317,333 
1,893,087 

1,021,600 

909,867 
3,997,333 
1,218,400 

263,  733 


Value. 


1917 


$9, 332 

2,072 

88,757 

1 ,  .324 
13,415 

10,7S0 

6,322 

434, 777 
21,854 

150,887 

42,109 
59. 0.34 
143,214 

57, 059 

54, 582 

15,  732 

1,401 

15,281 

34,128 

6,308 

129, 350 

161,095 

278,339 

24, 456 

1,469 

382,  ^44 

30, 276 

1,164 

1,395,450 

83,253 

692 

14, 170 

2,580 

518,156 

102,790 

■ 
20, 454 

36,392 

14 

89,045 

21,854 

58,2.36 

22 

5,867 

302,713 

41,376 

479,813 

605,027 
43.3. 923 

1,898 

7,929 
6-1,279 

129,624 

35,001 
3,225 


Quantity. 


646,933 
197 


2,992 


1,134,533 

10.661 
803, 733 
23,307 
; 

342, 533 

2,138,533 

500,400 

7,17.3 

467, 200 
13,  200 

378, 400 
46. 533 

7, 195, 200 

4,135,467 

2, 104, 200 


4I7,m;7 

12,933 

805,868 

2,141,333 

9,733 

37,600 

27 

6,712,400 

1,975,200 

70,000 

411.200 
29, 723 


1,761,067 

636, 800 

38, 933 

989, 333 

3,677,333 

1,111,733 

23,409,200 

5,642,100 

7,023,200 

3, 959, 200 

2, 332,  .333 
77^.133 

4, 780, 533 
1,314,400 

594, 400 

230.267 


$22, 666 

121,752 

150, 502 

2,031 

7.  137 

5,500 

812, '''03 

658, 589 
54,  103 

15,595 

49, 824 
86,  835 
125,943 

100, 981 

57,722 

3,199 

9,  5S4 
10,  MIS 

224, 021 

303, 226 

31,335 

1,505 

361,440 
16,374 

870, 172 

72, 272 

492 

10,526 

2,523 

375. 572 

120,577 

10, 660 

28,773 

34,054 

25, 261 

5,771 

111, 020 

74,159 
56,304 
11,006 
28,458 

383, 155 
40,075 

530,9-11 

791,609 

324,840 

1,071,332 

148, 404 

10,918 

95,643 

3,923 

9,508 

478,423 

9,842 

194,926 

76,054 

4.3,981 

3,159 
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Articles. 


ike tons. 

Silk  III:  

ad  bides pounds. 

do... 


Brown do . . . 

White do... 

Tea: 

ck do... 

Green do. . . 

I  md  yarn,  ramie do... 

Tin  foil do... 

eo: 

Leaf  and  stalk do. . . 

Prepared do. . . 

Toys 

ps,  salted  and  dried tons. 

illas,  paper pieces. 

:i pounds. 

i .  e.  s tons . 

Vermicelli  and  macaroni pounds. 

Vinegar tons. 

Wood  ware 

Yeast pounds . 

Postal  parcels,  n.  e.  s 

AH  other  articles 


Total. 


191G 


Quantity. 


117 


681,733 
513,600 

43, 160, 933 
12,945,867 

402,400 

1,120  667 

305, 733 

3,007,600 


2,698 

235, 652 

45,203 

12,020 

2,716,400 

2,  779 


27-1,  4-10 


Value. 


84,051 
26,749 
182,793 

6,110 

1, 3S3, 534 
591, 279 

S3,  022 
12,234 

216,656 
232, 161 

11,815 

4.  826 

39. 023 
5,292 
100,192 
81,955 
38, 156 
1,293 

8, 23G 
278,  550 


13, 800, 131 


Quantity. 


852,000 

420, 933 

56,297,467 
16,  792, 000 

393,600 

1,067,200 

346,  007 

287, 467 
3.543,333 


2,772 

263,265 

65, 333 

12,055 

2,929 


406, 133 


Value. 


15,090,102 


Articles  Exported  through  Native  Customs. 

In  the  following  table  is  shown  the  quantity  of  the  principal 
articles  exported  from  Swatow  through  the  native  customs  in  1916 
and  1917: 


Articles. 


ChLnaware tons. . 

Fans,  paper pieces.. 

Fiber,  jute pounds. . 

Flour,  potato do 

Groundnuts do 

Indigo,  liqflid do 

Medicines.' 

Nankeens -pounds . . 


298 
127,088 

259, 867 

147,867 


2,933 

$250 

158, 933 


2S0 

134,400 

165,200 

159,407 

13.000 

48,  100 

$160 

80, 933 


Articles. 


Paper: 

First  quality pounds. 

Second  quality. . .  .do.  - 
and     earthenware 

tons 

Shoes pairs. 

Timber,    planks,     si 

pieces 

Woo  :.  pole pieces. 


64,000 
249,  867 

694 
29,316 

11,848 
66, 150 


92,400 

308,  400 

701 
17,002 

10, 512 
44,304 


Chief  Products  Shipped  to  Foreign  Countries. 

The  following  were  the  principal  products  sent  to  foreign  coun- 
tries :  Nankeens,  420,000  pounds ;  feathers,  100,000  pounds ;  grass  cloth, 
244,000  pounds;  indigo,  1,580,000  pounds ;  oranges,  10,862,000  pounds, 
as  compared  with  13.124.533  pounds  in  1916;  about  one-half  of  the 
joss  paper  export,  and  the  great  bulk  of  the  exports  of  bamboo  ware, 
chinaware,  clothing,  eggs,  jute,  firecrackers,  cuttlefish,  and  sea  blub- 
ber, fishing  nets,  dried  fruits,  garlic,  groundnuts  and  oil,  human  hair, 
joss  sticks,  iron  pans,  paper,  pottery,  skins  and  hides,  ramie  thread, 
samshu,  tin  foil,  and  prepared  tobacco.  Among  the  products  that  are 
reexported  from  Hongkong  to  western  countries  are  feathers,  jute, 
human  hair,  groundnut  oil,  and  hides. 

A  considerable  reduction  was  recorded  in  coarse  chinaware,  which 
consists  chiefly  of  Chinese  eating  utensils.  The  export  of  nankeens, 
eggs,  and  feathers  also  diminished.  The  manufacture  of  grass  cloth 
from  imported  ramie  fiber  and  also  from  jute  and  pineapple  fiber 
is  an  important  industry.     Although  this  product  was  exported  in 
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a  slightly  greater  quantity  than  in  1916  its  value  was  less,  due  to 
the  production  of  cheaper  grades.  The  export  of  liquid  indigo  de- 
creased by  about  4,000,000  pounds,  owing  to  increased  local  require- 
ments, the  indigo  crop  being  about  the  same  as  that  of  191 G.  Exports 
of  groundnut  oil  used  for  cooking  purposes  fell  off  in  quantity  but 
the  value  increased. 

Principal  Increases  and  Decreases  in  Exports. 

Although  the  orange  crop  was  an  average  good  one  the  export 
dropped  by  nearly  3,000,000  pounds  and  was  the  lowest  for  many 
years.  The  decrease  occurred. in  the  trade  with  Siam  and  the  Straits 
Settlements  and  was  due  to  unfavorable  exchange  and  high  freight 
rates.  The  market  was  generally  dull.  Paper,  made  from  bamboo, 
is  particularly  a  product  of  southwestern  Fukien.  Pottery  and 
earthenware  are  exported  chiefly  in  the  shape  of  food  containers. 
The  export  of  cow  and  buffalo  hides,  which  is  not  large,  was  mostly 
taken  by  Japan. 

The  principal  export  from  Swatow  is  sugar,  winch  advanced  by 
13,000,000  and  4,000,000  pounds  in  the  brown  and  white  grades,  re- 
spectively. This  was  the  largest  export  since  1913.  The  Yangtze 
Valley  is  the  largest  market  for  this  product.  Unfortunately,  the 
average  prices  were  about  25  per  cent  lower  than  those  of  1916,  for 
which  the  low  prices  at  which  imported  sugars  were  sold  was  partly 
responsible.  The  good  tobacco  crop  of  1917  is  shown  in  the  export. 
Some  Japanese  firms  are  engaged  in  the  purchase  and  export  of  this 
product. 

The  principal  articles  of  reexport  to  the  South  Seas  are  beans, 
samshu,  tea,  silk  goods,  vegetables,  and  ramie  fiber. 

Products  brought  out  from  the  interior  under  transit  pass  for 
export  increased  in  value  from  $211,066  in  1916  to  $405,203  in  1917 
and  the  number  of  passes  issued  from  164  to  287.  This  trade  is  con- 
fined entirely  to  prepared  tobacco. 

Shipments  to  United  States — Foreign  Population  and  Firms. 

The  total  value  of  the  articles  invoiced  at  this  consulate  for  the 
United  States  was  $920  in  1916  and  $18,441  in  1917.  The  items  in 
the  latter  year  were  drawn  work,  $281;  feathers,  $6,604;  household 
effects,  $199;  and  wolframite,  $11,356. 

The  number  of  foreign  firms  and  individuals  in  this  district  is 
reported  as  follows: 


Nationality. 

Firms. 

Persons. 

1910 

1017 

1916 

1917 

American 

1 

1 
1 

IS 

S2 

70 

4 

British 

13 

446 

24 

111 

3 

309 

1 

24 

4 

0 

Danish 

5 

Dutch 

1 
1 

4 

7 

French 

1 
4 

31 

39 

2 

.01 

GO 

312 

19 

4 

1 

1 

Total 

70 

92 

1,014 

S73 
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1G  Supplement  to  commerce  report^ 

The  Japanese  population  is  mostly  of  the  mercantile  class  an<5 
the  number  of  firms  includes  many  small  shops,  of  which  there  was 
an  increase  of  15.  In  British  firms  there  are  included  firms  of  Chi- 
nese k"  protected  "  subjects.  The  British  population  includes  a  large 
missionary  clement.  The  American  population  is  mainly  missionary. 
The  Chinese  population  of  Swatow  is  growing  steadily. 
American  Imports — Transportation  Facilities  Needed. 

Among  imports  in  which  American  goods  shared  were  all  kinds 
of  household  stores,  biscuits,  toilet  articles,  toilet  soaps,  lamps  and 
lampware,  electrical  materials,  window  glass,  and  milk  in  tins. 
During  the  past  three  years  three  small  electric-lighting  plants  were 
installed  in  interior  cities,  and  without  doubt  further  advancement 
will  occur  in  this  direction.  The  knitting  industry  is  capable  of 
expansion,  in  which  more  American  machinery  should  find  a  market. 
Owing  to  the  hopeful  signs  of  development  of  the  mining  industry, 
opportunities  may  soon  exist  for  the  advancement  of  American  trade 
in  mining  machine^  and  tools.  Besides  wolfram  ore,  coal,  iron, 
tin  and  antimony  are  found  in  this  district. 

The  expansion  of  trade  and  the  development  of  the  resources  of 
this  region  are  greatly  handicapped  by  the  absence  of  modern  trans- 
portation facilities.  Eoads  and  railways  are  badly  needed,  and  the 
construction  of  both  should  be  a  matter  of  primary  consideration. 
Except  for  the  ricksha  at  Swatow,  vehicles  are  not  used  in  this  dis- 
trict, as  the  roads  are  merely  footpaths.  Numerous  waterways,  some 
of  which,  however,  become  unnavigablc  in  dry  seasons,  afford  water 
transportation  to  the  principal  centers  by  means  of  the  slow-moving 
native  boat, 

Low  Cost  of  Imported  Merchandise  of  Primary  Importance. 

In  most  lines  of  general  merchandise  low  cost  is  a  matter  of  pri- 
mary importance  to  the  China  market,  which  is  the  natural  outcome 
of  the  prevailing  economic  standard  of  the  people,  In  developing 
foreign  trade  it  is  necessary  to  offer  such  goods  as  the  people  desire 
and  at  prices  that  they  can  afford  to  pay.  In  China,  where  competi- 
tion after  the  war  between  the  leading  commercial  nations  will  be 
keener  than  ever,  close  attention  to  market  requirements  and  the 
customs  of  the  trade  will  be  prerequisites  of  success. 
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